P® NORQUEST
Highlights and Key Lessons COLLEGE

Presenter Janelle Therien, NorQuest College
Date October 29, 2025
Principle Incorporating Indigenous Perspectives in Research Design

Resource Purpose: This document serves as a summary and reflection tool for educators, researchers,
and community members engaging with Indigenous perspectives in research.

Key Highlights
Historical Foundations of Colonialism in Research
e Doctrine of Discovery (1493): Justified European claims to non-Christian lands, labeling
Indigenous territories as "terra nullius" (nobody’s land).
e British North America Act (1867): Denied Indigenous sovereignty and rights, placing Indigenous
affairs under federal control.
e Indian Act (1876): Institutionalized assimilation policies, including quotes from Duncan
Campbell Scott and Sir John A. Macdonald revealing genocidal intentions.

Systemic Discrimination and Its Impacts
e Loss of Status: Enfranchisement policies stripped Indigenous individuals—especially women—
of their legal status.
e Economic Barriers: No land ownership, government control over farming, and loss of
generational wealth.
e Education & Healthcare: Residential schools, forced hospitalizations, unethical medical
experiments, and lack of community control.

OCAP Principles (1998)
e Ownership, Control, Access, Possession: Framework for First Nations data sovereignty and
ethical research practices.
e Addresses historical exploitation and promotes community-led research.

Indigenous Research Ethics Frameworks
e Numerous Indigenous-led ethics boards and committees across Canada.
o Examples include: Six Nations Research Ethics Committee, Mi’kmaq Ethics Watch, Inuit
Research Advisors, and more.

Tri-Council Policy Statement: Chapter 9 (2010)
e QGuidelines for ethical research involving First Nations, Inuit, and Métis peoples.
o Emphasizes community engagement, respect for customs, and benefit to communities.
e Critiqued for being embedded in colonial structures and sometimes failing to uphold Indigenous
priorities.



Spot the Colonialism: Critical Thinking Prompts
o Ask:
o What is the intention of the article?
o Whose voice is prioritized?
o What is missing or misrepresented?
o Who benefits and who may be harmed?
e Watch for:
Vague language
o Deficit narratives
o Neglect of community priorities
o Lack of reciprocity

O

Case Study: Prince Albert School Study (PASS)
Video: https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=wV5RRNzeBbk&t=302s
News article
e https:/www.tiktok.com/(@cbcnews/video/7387081870225296645
e https://www.cbc.ca/radio/frontburner/the-brain-school-that-experimented-on-indigenous-
children-transcript-1.7234981

e https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/ethics-research-canada-privately-funded-
1.7393063

Highlights
e Privately funded neurofeedback experiment on Indigenous children.
e Raised ethical concerns about informed consent, oversight, and replication of historical harms.
o Highlights gaps in regulation for privately funded research.

Final Reflections
What does this mean for you?
o Recognize colonial legacies in research.
o Center Indigenous voices and priorities.
e Apply OCAP and engage with Indigenous ethics boards.
e Ensure reciprocity and community benefit.
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