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Overview

This procedure supports the implementation of the Universal Design (UD) Policy
where possible by providing guidance for the planning and design of facilities
and physical space at NorQuest College (College).

Authority to establish this procedure is derived from the NorQuest College
Board of Governor's Policy No. 5, which delegates authority to the President to
establish policies and procedures for the college’s management and operation.
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https://www.norquest.ca/NorquestCollege/media/pdf/about-us/board/policies-procedures/05-Board-Policy_Delegate_authority_to_President.pdf
https://www.norquest.ca/NorquestCollege/media/pdf/about-us/board/policies-procedures/05-Board-Policy_Delegate_authority_to_President.pdf

All planning for facilities and physical spaces will follow the most current
version of the Government of Alberta Accessibility Design Guide as a minimum
standard level for accessibility. This resource was developed to assist
designers, builders, and other National Building Code - Alberta Edition users to
meet or reasonably exceed the current accessibility design standards and
practices.

When new construction or renovations are proposed, consultation and early
discussion will ensure that all new spaces to be occupiable by faculty, staff,
students or the public will be as accessible as is practical. Exceptions may
exist where related to building service spaces, such as electrical, mechanical
and communications rooms. The planning and design of facilities and physical
space will be in consideration of and in accordance with, where legislated, the
following:

e Accessibility Design Guide (formerly known as the Alberta Barrier-
Free Design Guide)

e National Building Code — Alberta Edition (version in force)

e National Fire Code - Alberta Edition (version in force)

e College space and building standards

e Functional programming and end-user requirements

e Physical space availability and limitations

Where conflicts between these publications exist, the college shall abide by all
applicable legislated codes and standards.

Accessibility Standards Canada

The Government of Alberta Accessibility Design Guide has been developed
under the auspice of Accessibility Standards Canada, which is a Government
of Canada departmental corporation mandated through the Accessible Canada
Act. Accessibility Standards Canada’s Standards contribute to the purpose of
the Accessible Canada Act, which is to benefit all persons, especially persons
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with disabilities, through the realization of a Canada without barriers through
the identification, removal, and prevention of accessibility barriers

All of Accessibility Standards Canada’s standards development work,
including the work of their technical committees, is carried out in recognition
of, and in accordance with, the following principles in the Accessible

Canada Act:

1. all persons must be treated with dignity regardless of their disabilities;

2. all persons must have the same opportunity to make for themselves the
lives that they are able and wish to have regardless of their disabilities;

3. all persons must have barrier-free access to full and equal participation
in society, regardless of their disabilities;

4. all persons must have meaningful options and be free to make their own
choices, with support if they desire, regardless of their disabilities;

5. laws, policies, programs, services, and structures must take into account
the disabilities of persons, the different ways that persons interact with
their environments and the multiple and intersecting forms of
marginalization and discrimination faced by persons;

6. persons with disabilities must be involved in the development and design
of laws, policies, programs, services, and structures; and

7. the development and revision of accessibility standards and the making
of regulations must be done with the objective of achieving the highest
level of accessibility for persons with disabilities.

These principles align with the principles of the United Nations’ Convention
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, ratified by the Government of
Canada in 2010 to recognize the importance of promoting, protecting, and
upholding the human rights of persons with disabilities to participate fully in
their communities.

NorQuest College

e College Space Standards (contact Facilities for a copy)

Version 7 Universal Design for Physical Spaces Procedure


https://www.norquest.ca/about-us/policies-procedures/operations/facilities-operations-policy/furniture-management-procedure.aspx
https://www.norquest.ca/about-us/policies-procedures/operations/facilities-operations-policy/space-allocation-and-utilization-procedure.aspx
http://www.norquest.ca/about-us/policies-procedures/academic/universal-design-policy.aspx
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https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/ff01dc85-dfa7-4cee-8929-b9524e9c92ad/resource/96bb21ac-f177-481f-980a-b9b94ae55eaa/download/ma-accessibility-design-guide-2024.pdf
https://www.csagroup.org/wp-content/uploads/2430328.pdf?srsltid=AfmBOoptk83FfKwdUbVaSkgSE3rp-Woq90uxm0VwVO-zry95PmVR3qsi
https://www.csagroup.org/wp-content/uploads/2430328.pdf?srsltid=AfmBOoptk83FfKwdUbVaSkgSE3rp-Woq90uxm0VwVO-zry95PmVR3qsi
https://www.edmonton.ca/documents/PDF/AFE-AccessDesignGuide.pdf

