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Something truly extraordinary happened in 2025—
a feat unprecedented in the 15-year history of 1000
Women. In a single calendar year, together, we
raised more than one million dollars!

This remarkable achievement did not happen by
accident. It happened because our 1000 Women
community understands something fundamental:
that potential is everywhere, but opportunity is not.

Your generosity means a single parent can now
register for classes without wondering who will
watch their child. It means a woman entering
STEM has the tools, technology, and textbooks to
fully participate. And it means a student facing an
unexpected crisis will not have to choose between
staying enrolled and keeping the lights on.

A million dollars is an incredible sum. But what is
far more remarkable is the impact those donations
will have.

Because financial support does more than pay a
bill; it tells someone they are not alone on their
journey, and that they have the belief of 1000
Women behind them. So, on behalf of the students
whose lives will be forever changed, thank you

for showing us what is possible when women—
and allies of women—come together in service of
something bigger than ourselves.

This is what a community looks like. This is what
impact feels like. And this is the power of 1000
Women.

“Together, we proved what is
possible when a community comes
together to remove barriers and
create pathways to education.”

Alessandra Bruni-Smith, 1000 Women Chair

As we celebrate the 15th anniversary of the 1000
Women movement, this year stands out as one of the
most remarkable yet. Entering 2025, our committee
set an ambitious and unprecedented goal: to raise
$1 million to support NorQuest learners. Thanks to
the overwhelming generosity of our community—
our donors, sponsors, partners, and advocates—we
achieved this milestone for the first time in our
history. Together, we proved what is possible when a
community comes together to remove barriers and
create pathways to education.

This year was filled with moments that showcased
the strength and spirit of the 1000 Women
community. We hosted our second annual Sip &
Chip event, bringing people together in support,
celebration, and generosity. Our annual 1000
Women: Inspiring Possibilities powered by Kiwi gala
welcomed more than 750 guests, demonstrating a
deep and growing commitment to uplifting women
and families in Alberta. We also connected with
supporters through several donor appreciation
events, creating meaningful opportunities to share
stories of impact and gratitude.

As the 2025 Chair of the 1000 Women Committee, |
am profoundly grateful for every contribution that
made this record-breaking year possible. Whether
through donations, event attendance, sponsorship,
or spreading the word, each act of support helped
open doors for women pursuing their education at
NorQuest. Thank you for standing with us, believing
in our movement, and continuing to champion our
cause to reduce educational barriers. Together, we
are building brighter futures.




A YEARIN
REVIEW

Jamie O’Connell, 1000 Women Lead,
NorQuest College

Greetings!

This past year marked a historic
moment for the NorQuest College
1000 Women Movement. For the first
time, more than $1 million was raised
in a single year, an achievement made
possible by a powerful community of
donors who believe in education as

a pathway to opportunity. Through
fundraisers like Sip and Chip, the 1000
Women Inspiring Possibilities Gala, and
the steady commitment of monthly
and one-time donors, hundreds of acts
of generosity came together to create
lasting change.
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TOTAL RAISED

1,259,624

Every contribution helped remove
barriers, open doors, and create new
possibilities for NorQuest learners
working to transform their lives and the
lives of their families and communities.
This milestone is more than a number,
it is proof of what happens when

a community comes together with
purpose and heart.
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Thank you for believing in learners,
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for showing up year after year, and
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for making this historic year possible.
Together, you have helped shape a
future filled with opportunity.
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Jennifer Deschenes

1. Barriers before receiving the 1000 Women bursary
Before receiving the 1000 Women bursary, | was balancing
a part-time FTE position with AHS while simultaneously
building my own private foot care clinic. Between work,
home, and school, | felt extremely overwhelmed. Some-
thing that often gets overlooked is how different it is to
pursue further education as an adult with an established
career. Life doesn’t slow down.

I am responsible for a family, a mortgage, work, overtime,
and school. Receiving this bursary allowed me to focus on
my education without sacrificing precious family time or
taking on additional overtime shifts. It allowed me to keep
my focus where it needed to be: on succeeding in my
clinical placement and ultimately graduating.

2. How this support changed my education & career journey
This support truly shifted everything for me. | was able to
pay for my next course immediately, which kept me pro-
gressing in my program without interruption. Without this

help, | would have been forced to delay enrolment or take
on additional debt.

The bursary didn’t just support my education; it boosted
my confidence. As women, we often carry many responsi-
bilities that go unnoticed, and it felt empowering to know
that | could continue my education without relying on
anyone else financially. I've worked incredibly hard to get
where | am today, and | genuinely would not have made it
this far without the support of bursaries and financial aid.

3. What my life looks like today because of this support
Because of NorQuest, | am now the proud owner and op-
erator of an advanced foot care practice, Sole Solutions,
located in Peace River. NorQuest’s flexible online learning
made it possible for me to complete my education while
living five hours north of Edmonton—an area where access
to specialized training can be limited. With the knowledge
and confidence | gained at NorQuest, | felt empowered to
step into independent practice as a nurse and succeed.

4. Message to the donors

I cannot express my gratitude enough. As a wife, nurse,
and friend, stepping away from my home and job to pursue
further education was intimidating, especially living so far
north, where educational opportunities are harder to ac-
cess. But your support made that leap feel less frightening.

I am proud to share that | graduated with honours in my
orthopaedic specialty. Because of donors like you, | now
operate a thriving business, offering services that were
never available in my region before. | am able to bring val-
ue, expertise, and needed resources to my community and
that brings me immense joy.

Thank you for believing in women, for supporting our edu-
cation, and for creating opportunities that change lives.
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Tori Thomas

1. Barriers before receiving the 1000 Women bursary

Three years ago, | made the decision to take my life back.
For years before that, | lived with depression, anxiety, grief,
addiction, self-sabotage, and emotions that felt intense
and uncontrollable. Every day felt like survival.

My life during that time was filled with hospital stays,
countless doctor appointments, psychiatrists, medication
changes, and treatments. While working to heal mentally
and emotionally, | was also trying to rebuild my life from
the ground up.

Getting my education while carrying that weight, and the
financial stress that came with it, felt overwhelming. The
1000 Women bursary lifted a significant burden and gave
me the space to focus on healing, learning, and believing
that my life and future were worth investing in.

2. How this support changed my education & career journey
This support arrived during a turning point in my life, when
I was choosing growth over survival. The bursary gave me
stability and momentum, allowing me to fully commit to
my education instead of constantly worrying about how |
would manage financially.

It also strengthened my confidence and sense of purpose.
I no longer saw my past as something holding me back,
but as something shaping my future. My lived experience
with mental health challenges has become the foundation
of my career goal: to work in a specialized mental health
response unit such as the APACT/PACT team, supporting
individuals during their most vulnerable moments.

3. What my life looks like today because of this support
Today, | am three years into a new beginning: three years
of growth, strength, resilience, and healing. My life has
new meaning, and my future feels brighter than ever. My
goals are closer than | once believed possible.

There will always be bumps in the road, but now | have
the tools, support, and control to keep moving forward.
NorQuest has supported me not only academically, but as
a whole person. Through education, encouragement, and

opportunity, | am preparing for a career where | can give
back, helping others through mental health crises with
compassion, understanding, and lived experience.

4. Message to the donors

To the donors who made this possible: thank you. Your
generosity changed more than my educational journey; it
changed my belief in myself and my future. You support-
ed someone who was rebuilding after the darkest chapter
of their life, and that support created hope, direction, and
opportunity.

Because of you, | am moving forward with purpose. Because
of you, | am working toward a career where | can help save

lives the same way mine was once saved. One day, | will tell
my story of how | overcame what | went through, and it will
be someone else’s survival guide.

I am deeply grateful for the difference you have made.
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A special thank you to everyone
who contributed

Individual Donors
Adriana Simon
Aileen Giesbrecht
Al Sibilo

Alexandra Davis
Alexandra McMillan
Alison Phillips
Alyson Connolly
Alyssa Haunholter
Alyssa Lefaivre
Amanda Doyle
Amanda Harasem
Amanda Rosychuk
Amber Niemeier
Andrea Forbes
Andrea Mondor
Angie Tarasoff

Ann Ramsden
Anna Madu

Anne Finzer, CEO inc. & Etc. Event Styling & Décor
Anne Glasgow
Anne McLellan
April Overmars
Arlindo Gomes
Ashley Brosda
Bailey Sousa

Barb Macdonald
Barb Stuhl-Smith
Barry Rakewich
Benveet Gill

Bette Anne Edwards
Betty Adams

Betty LaRose

Bev Suntjens
Bonnie Allen

Bonnie Gallop
Bonnie Pfeifer
Bonnie Turner

Brad Arkison

Brad Campbell
Brandon Funk
Brenda Greenfield
Brenda Michaud
Brendon & Kerri Cameron
Brenna Grant
Briana Botsford
Brianne Arkison
Bronwyn Shaw
Carey Opper

Carla Hadley

Carla Lamash
Carlee A Yukes
Carlie Pochynok
Carly Livingstone
Carolyn & Steve Campbell
Carolyn Aumiller
Carolynne Heron
Cassandra Thomas
Cassie Prybylski
Catherine Boyd
Catherine O’Neill
Catherine Yarmuch
Cathy Coghlan
Celia Wanderley
Chantel Boyd
Charmaine Lowe
Chelsea Hawrelak
Cheryl Watt
Christiana Manzocco
Christina Jane Smith
Christine Myatt
Christine Pandur
Christopher Lavin
Cindy Lilge

Cindy Medynski
Cindy Shepel
Colette Miller
Courtney Hesse

Crystal Gordon
Crystal Johnson
Cynthia Voogd

Dais Brandys

Dan Hunt

Dan Worley

Dancing Shoes
Danea Jodoin

Dania Spillett

Darci Walker
Darlene Bryant
David Leeworthy
David Middagh
Dawn Newton
Debbie George
Debra Tetteh-Wayoe
Dena Venkatraman
Dennis Sheppard
Diana Delcioppo
Dianne Balon

Donna Fong

Donna Harasem
Donna M. Lux

Dr. Prem & Dr. Saroj Singhmar
Dr. S. Ann Colbourne
Dylan Schoonover
Elsa Amorim

Emmy Stuebing

Erin Cameron

Erin Gobolos

Erin Gregg

Erin Schnerch

Erum Afsar
Evangeline Berube
Fareeza Khurshed
Fran Olson

Franca Cattoni-Bruni
Gabriel Joshee-Arnal
Gail Slator

Georgia Mitchell
Gina Boucher

Giselle Denis Fine Art
Hanju Chuang
Heather Girling
Heather Kitteringham
Helen Ngan-Pare
Hiam Yehia

Holly Legeas

Iryna Shchyhelska
Jacki Richards
Jackie Fetter

Jackie Nelson
Jackie Polovick
Jacqualine Ladoucer
Jacqueline McNabb-Neher
Jamie Fleese

Jamie O’Connell
Jamina Kotak
Janelle Janis & Devon Wilson
Janice Rennie

Jasia Knudson
Jason Girling
Jeannette Labrie
Jeff Tetz

Jenni Varughese
Jennifer Assaly
Jennifer Forsyth
Jennifer Pascoe
Jennifer Rooney
Jenny Niesluchowski
Jessica Jacobs-Mino
Jessica Klimko
Jessica Scott
Jessica Tom

Jillene Lakevold
Joan Hertz, QC

Jody Peck

Johanna Pagonis
John & Maggie Mitchell
John Harrison Page
Jolynne Jackson
Josie Tan

Julia Murray

Julie Afanasiff

Julie Finkelman
June Parham
Kadejha Faryna
Kalie Van Ree

Karen Brown

Karen Gabert

Karen P. Faulkner
Karen Paulgaard
Karen Sliwkanich
Karin Vanessa Carias
Karissa Schlaht

Kate Baltare




Kate Hunt
Katherine Caine
Kathleen Shearer
Kathy Drouin-Carey
Katie Hayes

Kayla Carnovale
Kelley Doerksen
Kelly Opper

Kelly Palframan
Kelly Scott-Gray
Kennedy Hunt
Keshia Weatherald
Khayla Villes

Kim and Don Wheaton
Kim Connell

Kim Hyshka

Kim Kennedy
Kimberley Brown
Kiran Dhesi
Kirsten Anderson
Kirstine Hull
Krista Bausman
Kristina Cole
Kristine Verdon
Ksenia Gorbatenko
Kyla Smith

Kyoung Ey Kim
Lacey Walsh

Laura Klinghorn Smythe

Laura Hill

Lauren Carlson
Laurie Anfindsen
Lazina Mckenzie
Leah & Chris Burrows
Leanne Rosko

Lee Ann Kilroe
Leslie Kwasny
Libby Peltier

Lina Cosentino
Lindsay Cadieux
Lindsey Wachowicz
Linsey Marwick
Lisa Anderson

Lisa Callas

Lisa Castell Turchansky

Lisa Feehan
Lisa Frado
Lisa Glover

Lisa Haraba

Lisa Janzen

Lisa Kadatz

Lisa Lavin

Lisa Miller

Lisette Sluser

Loree Astleford
Loreen H Wales

Lori Kozuchowski
Lorna Ardelle Kramer
Lorrill Waschuk
Louise Wadlow
Lucie Bernier-Lycka
Luke Pavlic

Lyndsay Stewart
Lynne Fisher
MacKenzie Kinsella & Caitlin Beaudry
Madeline Hann
Manal El Husseiny
Manisha Arora
Margot Ross-Graham
Mariane McDonaugh
Marie Yearley

Mary Jane James
Mary-Lou Sims
Matteo Bruni
Matthew Dean
Matthew Pike

Maura Armstrong
Maureen Konrad
Maury Porter

Megan Bertagnolli
Megan Land

Megan McDougald
Meghan Chisholm
Mehadi Sayed
Melanie Zademersky
Melody Erickson
Mena Thephasouvanh
Meredith Allan
Michael Brechtel
Michael Hladun
Michael Laderoute
Michele Hecken
Michele Perret
Michele Roach
Michelle Florence
Michelle Jeannotte

Michelle Naylor
Michelle Ritchie
Mike Kohl

Misty Knapik
Mona Halabi
Monica Barclay
Monique Hnatiuk
Morgan Garnett
Nada Nasserdeen
Nancy Beauchemin
Nancy Bishay
Nancy Chiarello
Nanette Kufeldt
Naomi Schmold
Nasim Morawej
Navi Manku

Nella Bruni
Nicola Lewin
Nicole Ewart
Nicole Romaniuk
Norma Schneider
Olga Klimko

Olga Krochak
Olympia Marchand
Paavo Montandon
Pam Corbett
Pamela Gilbert
Patricia Lupul
Patti Hergott
Patty Taverner
Paula Bentham
Paula Holt

Peggi Ferguson-Pell
Peggy Garritty
Petra Remy
Querida Szeto
Rabilla Waqar
Rachelle Beger
Raylene Palichuk

Raynelle Sabiston-Cisek

Rebecca Lee

Rebecca Stewart
Renata Lis-Pawlowska
Renée Chan

Renee Elio

Reto Mueller

Rhonda Sveahun

Rick & Brune Sinneave

Rita Boucher

Rita Melo Reuss
Rob Cavallo
Robert de Guzman
Robert Heron
Roisin McCabe
Ronald Rivera
Ronda Nedelec
Rosa Ellithorpe
Rossella Trulli
Rowena Manansala
Ryan Drury

Ryan Hamilton
Sabrina Rago
Samantha Louie-Poon
Samantha Reetun
Sandi Kossey
Sandra Megson
Sandra Stabel
Sara Tharakan
Sarah Chan

Sarah Ramsey
Sarah Reid
Saveena Mehindru
Scott Arndt

Scott Janis

Sean Chilton
Serap Ozturk
Shane Scott
Shannon Butler
Sharon Kelly
Shawna Heise
Shay-Lee Thompson

Sheldon & Kirsten Smart Family

Shelly Nichol
Sheryl Bowhay
Sheryl Fricke
Shreya Sharma
Sonia Rivas-Polo
Sophie Gray
Stephanie Caddick
Stephanie Enders
Stephanie Husby
Stephanie MacKeen
Steve Lenarduzzi
Susan Green
Suzanne MacDonald
Suzanne Pescod




Sydney Moroz
Sylvia Poon

Sylvia Tang

Tai Ziola

Tamara Cole-Sieben
Tami Lackey

Tania Black

Tania Stephenson
Tanis Carwell
Tanya Doran

Taylor Blanchett
Tema Frank

Teresa Crotty-Wong
Teresa Yeager

Terri Crooks

The Beis Family
Tiffany Chow
Tiffany Linke-Boyko
Tiffany Pybus

Tim Carwell

Tina Uribe

Tony Myers

Tonya Kemp

Tracey Scarlett
Tracy & John Albert
Tracy Topolnitsky
Twyla Campbell
Tysheina McCoy
Una Bryce

Vanessa Cowley
Vanessa Hettinger
Veronica McRae

Vi Becker

Vicki Campbell
Victoria Smith
Vincent Duckworth
Vivianna Check
Wendy Diane Kinsella
Wendy Doyle
Wendy Gosse
Whitney Shaw
Ysabelle Martinez
Yvette Thompson
Zaheer & Salma Lakhani
Zoe Rezac

Corporate Donors
1550706 Alberta Ltd.

2661023 Alberta Ltd.

Acclaimed Furnace Cleaning

Acclaimed Heating & Cooling

Alberta Blue Cross

Alder Group Leadership Advisory and Enrichment
Alison Lewis & Co. Consulting Ltd

All Weather Windows Ltd.

Alpha Body Care

AMAN Builders Inc.

AMR Interior Design

Ashworth Design

Assured Planning Inc

ATB Financial

Athabasca University

Bangel PR

Battery World

Beauty Rewind

Bee-Clean

Beyond Jane Beauty

Bird Construction

Black Canadian Women in Action

Blackburn Davis Financial

Blanchette Signage Solutions

Boseke Law LLP

Brookfield Residential (Alberta) LP

Butler Family Foundation

Byron E.J. Reynolds & Christopher A. Laing
Cameron Development Corporation
Canadian Multicultural Education Foundation
Cantiro

Chalkmark Residential

Chartered Professional Accountants of Alberta
Chateau Lacombe

Clark Builders

Community Foundation

Cosafina

Coventry Homes

Danny Boticki Century 21

DES Engineering

DIALOG Alberta Architecture Engineering Interior
Design Planning Inc.

Edmonton Downtown Business Association
Electric Treehouse Studio

Elevating-HR (A division of 2382386 Alberta Ltd.)
Emmerling Psychology

Enbridge

EPCOR

Explore Edmonton Co.

Fabloomosity

Fifendekel

FINCA Coffee Co.

Generation Technology Solutions
Global Edmonton

Go Auto Canada Ltd.

Government of Alberta - Arts, Culture and Status of
Women

Grey Cube Innovations

GS Construction

Hoopla Media

Humanis Advisory

Humanis Executive Search
Humanis Group

Hungry Moose Games Inc.
Independent Jewellers

Integrated Strategic Partners
Italian Centre Shop

JACEK Chocolate Couture

Jake Bradley Video and Photography Services
Joyhall Inc

JW Mariott Spa

Kick Media Inc.

Kingston Ross Pasnak

Kingsway Mall / Oxford Properties
Kiwi Productions Inc.

KPMG

Kristin M Bureau Professional Corporation
Ledcor Construction Limited

Lexus of Edmonton

Liddell Law Office

M Kobewka Professional Corporation
M.A.P. Group of Companies

Maire floral design

Make a Mark Designs Inc.
MAKEShifts.co

Marks Contracting Ltd

Martens Group Real Estate

MNP

Modern Luxuria

Modern Muse Media

Mullen Leadership Recruitment
Nakatsui DermaSurgery

NEUMAN THOMPSON

Nics Wicks

NorQuest College President’s Office
One West

PCL Construction

Potenzia Consulting Inc.

Pro-Active IT Management Inc.
Reikiwithmiii

Reimagine Architects

Results Business Consultants

RISE UP FOR YOU

River Cree

Ron Hodgson Chevrolet Buick GMC
Rotary Club of Edmonton South

Royal Glenora Club

Royal LePage Noralta Real Estate
Shawki Holdings Ltd

Shelley and Guy Scott Family Foundation
Site 6 Events Ltd.

So Pretty Cara Cotter

Stantec Consulting Ltd.

Strategic HR Services

Synergy Group of Companies

T-Lane Transportation

Tamaca Therapy Services Inc.

TELUS World of Science Edmonton
Tenfold HR Solutions

The Brick

The David & Nancy Foreman Charitable Gift Fund
The Herman & Elly de Jongh Fund at Edmonton
The Hillhorst-McCaw Foundation

The KPMG Foundation

The Lavender House

The Little Potato Company Ltd.

The Stollery Charitable Foundation at Edmonton
Token Naturals

Tom Shearer Noralta Royal Lepage
Towne Renovations Ltd.

University of Alberta Faculty of Nursing
Vatio Industries

ViTreo Group Inc.

Vu Impact Fund at Edmonton Community Foundation
Weatherwood Ranch

Westin Hotel

Willow Park Wines & Spirits

Wolfe Pack Warriors Foundation
Workers’ Compensation Board

X5 Management Inc.

Yarn Paper Flour
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